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• Before reading the story, look at the front cover. Read the subtitle also. What do you think this

story might be about?

• What do you already know about the Lunar New Year? Do you know how this is celebrated?

• Discuss the term 'lunar' and how this relates to the moon.

• Do you know of any other New Year celebrations that are celebrated around the world?

• Can you describe a celebration that your family enjoys each year?

• What are the family in this story doing to prepare for the Lunar New Year?

• What are some of the special foods that are prepared and eaten to celebrate it?

• How else is it celebrated in the story? E.g. decorations, rituals, parades and music.

• How many days of celebrations are there in the story?

• What is the importance of the dragon in the story?

• What Chinese zodiac animal represents the 'old' year in the story?

• What do you think the 'lucky' colours are in the story?

• How do you think the boy feels when he sees Jie Jie, his big sister at the door?

• What have you discovered about the Lunar New Year, after reading this story, that you didn't

know before?

Story response ideas: 

a. Which Chinese zodiac animal are you?
In this story we find out that 2024 is the year of the dragon. Discuss the Chinese zodiac calendar

with students. Explain how each year is represented by an animal, called a Chinese zodiac sign.

There are 12 different animals and legend has it that people born under that sign have similar

traits to the animal.
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